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Task

 Development of quality, assessment and 
evaluation criteria for buildings in accordance with 
the target dimensions of the NEB (aesthetics, 
social inclusion, sustainability) and based on 
existing national building quality criteria
(such as                   )

 Development of assessment mechanism for an 
FFG-appointed jury to select R&D demonstration 
buildings for public funding



Evaluation systems examined

Schweizer Standard nachhaltiges Bauen

TQB Total Quality Building



Evaluation systems examined



Evaluation systems examined 



Davos Baukultur Qualitätssystem (DBQS)



NEB assessment development



Final criteria



Final criteria



Final criteria: sustainability



Final criteria: aesthetics



Final criteria: social inclusion



NEB assessment development: process

1. Model of National Urban 
Development Projects, Germany

2. Model EU Taxonomy 
qualitative – quantitative

3. Model EU Taxonomy 
quantitative – qualitative

4. Davos Model

5. Systemic Consensus Model

1. Model of National Urban 
Development Projects, Germany

2. Model EU Taxonomy 
quantitative – qualitative

3. Davos Model

Model FFG/NEB→ →



Test descriptions: new construction

6 projects, partly realized, partly in planning

 Ikea Westbahnhof, Wien, querkraft architekten
 Gleis 21, Wien, einszueins Architektur



6 projects, partly realized, partly in planning

 Badeschloss und Hotel Straubinger, Bad Gastein, BWM Architekten
 Justizzentrum Salzburg, Franz & Sue

Test descriptions: refurbishment



6 projects, partly realized, partly in planning

Wohnbau Quartier 12, Reininghaus, Graz, Schwarz Platzer Architekten
 Sanierung Siedlung Wienerfeld West, Wien, Sozialbau

Test descriptions: urban quarters



Test description: example

+ most important plans

(site plan, floor plans, 
sections, facades, details if 
applicable, photos of 
existing buildings if 
applicable) 
and graphics/diagrams 
contained in the 
description form



Test evaluation: pre-assessment

Pre-assessment by external experts Annekatrin Koch, Larix (ecological sustainability); Katharina Kothmiller, 
non:conform (aesthetics); Gernot Tscherteu, realitylab (social inclusion)



Project Votes
(8)

Systemic 
consensus (40/p)

Ranking Points distributed 
(40/p)

Ranking

Ikea 8 majority, therefore 
not applied

eligible in 
any case

majority, therefore 
not applied

eligible in 
any case

Salzburg 4 31 1 10 1

Gleis21 7 majority, therefore 
not applied

eligible in 
any case

majority, therefore 
not applied

eligible in 
any case

Gastein 4 33 2 22 2

Sozialbau 2 38 3 24 3

Reininghaus 1 40 4 28 4

by external experts plus project team

Test evaluation: Main assessment



Findings from test evaluation 1

 Test environment is easily transferable to the use case
 Examples were predominantly exceptional buildings in terms of 

architecture and sustainability
 Important: global view on project and 3 dimensions, therefore: general 

assessment per pre-assessor for each project (approx. 3 sentences)
 Criteria are not everything, the evaluation process is crucial

 Important: Relationship between effort required to complete vs. possible 
funding

 Inspiring questions can have a positive influence on projects
Make clear to participants: redundancies are import



Findings from test evaluation 2

 Discussion: separation of new building/refurbishment? No!
 How to evaluate what is beyond the control of the participants? (“We have 

tried!”)
 Difficulty: Evaluation of affordability, especially in housing; best to evaluate 

strategies, not parameters (e.g. rent level) 
 Unclear: How can we ensure what must not be deleted?
 Stop-and-go milestones (has been fulfilled what was promised?)

 Do not succumb to the temptation to weight the number of color fields!



Final version evaluation process



Final version evaluation process



Final version evaluation process, monitoring
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